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THE PEESENT STATE OF THE COLONY OF WEST- 
JERSEY, IN AMERICA. SEPTEMBER, ANNO DOM. 
1681. 

[The Historical Society of Pennsylvania has lately had presented to it 
a paper bearing the above title, which, so far as we know, has heretofore 
escaped the notice of collectors. It is a single sheet printed on both 
sides, measuring eleven and one-fourth by six and three-fourths inches.] 

1. Some few Tears since, there were several Printed 
Papers published, giving Account of this Colony, which 
gave Encouragement to many Persons to Purchase Lands, 
and Transport Themselves, Servants, and Families thither, 
who have settled Themselves in that Colony, upon the Great 
River of Delaware, and the Creeks and Harbors thereof; 
and have Built some Towns apt for Trade, with Convenient 
Ports, where large Ships of Considerable Burthen have 
already unloaded, especially at Burlington, Scituate about a 
Hundred & Fifty Miles from the Sea up the said River. 

2. And there are also many Families, who have settled 
Themselves in that Country ; some about Husbandry, others 
have Erected Mills for Grinding Corn, and several other 
necessary Tradesmen have There settled Themselves in 
Towns, and in the Country, fit for their Respective Under- 
takings. 

3. The Husband-Men have good Increase, as well in large 
Cattle and Hoggs ; as also, in all such sorts of Grain which 
grow in England ; and the same are Sold at Easie and Rea- 
sonable Rates: The Increase of their Corn being consid- 
erably Greater than in England ; of which they Make good 
Bread, and Brew good Beer and Ale for their Use. And 
as for other Provisions, they are Plentiful ; as Fish, Fowls, 
Deer, Pork, Beef, and many Sorts of Fruits ; as Grapes, 
Peaches, Apricocks, Cherryes, and Apples, of which Good 
Syder is made. 

4. The Country also produces Flax and Hemp, which they 
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already Spin and Manufacture into Linnen : They make 
several Stuffs and Cloath of "Wool for Apparrel : They Tan 
Leather, Make Shoes and Hats. 

5. They have also Coopers, Smiths, Carpenters, Brick- 
layers, Wheel-Wrights, Plow-Wrights, and Mill- Wrights, 
Ship-Carpenters, and other Trades, which work upon what 
the Country produces for Manufacturies. 

6. For the Soyl it is Good, and capable to produce any- 
thing that England doth : [and] The Yearly Increase is far 
Greater. The Air Temperate and Healthy ; Winter not so 
long as is in England : Few Natives in the Country ; but 
those that are, are very Peaceable, Useful, and Serviceable 
to the English Inhabitants. 

7. There are many Creeks and Bayes adjoyning, and be- 
longing to Delaware-River, beside other Rivers and Creeks 
along the Sea-shore, which are Navigable. 

8. For Minerals within the Earth, they have not had 
Time to search ; only, there are Iron-Mines, — and a Fur- 
nace, and Forging Mill already set up in East-Jersey, where 
they Make Iron. , 

9. Their Houses are some Built of Brick, some of Tim- 
ber, Plaister'd & Ceil'd, as in England : So that they have 
Matterials within the Country, to set Themselves at work, 
and to make all manner of Conveuiency for Humane Life : 
And what they do not Spend, or have to Spare, they sell to 
their Neighbours, and Transport the Rest to the other 
American-Plantations. 

10. There is variety of Trees in the Country, and many 
of them ; as Oak, Cedar, Chesnut, Wallnut, Mulberry, etc. 
and several sorts that are not in England. 

11. For the Title of the said Colony, it stands thus : 
Some Years since, the King granted under the Great Seal 
of England, unto the Duke of York, His Heirs and Assigns, 
several Tracts of Land in America, (in which Jersey is in- 
cluded) with full Power of Government, making Laws, 
Peace, War, and all other Things whatsoever, for Settling 
and Governing the same. The Duke of York, [in Affirma- 
tion of former Grants and Conveyances thereof] by Con- 
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veyance Inrolled in the High-Court of Chancery, Grants 
and Convej-s the Whole Colony of West-Jersey, with all 
Lands, Rivers, Bayes, Creeks, Royalties, and Priviledges 
thereunto belonging, unto William Pen, Gawen Lawry, and 
Nicholas Lucas, In Trust for Edward Billinge, His Heirs 
and Assigns for ever : And by like Conveyance, the said 
Duke Granted the Power of Government of the said West- 
Jersey unto the said Edward Billinge, His Deputy or Depu- 
tyes, Commissioner or Commissioners, for Governing and 
Settling the said West-Jersey ; And that in as full and ample 
Manner, to all Intents and Purposes, as the same was Granted 
to Him by the King. All which Laws & Settlements are, 
and are to be Made & Done with the Consent & Approbation 
of the Proprietors & Free-holders thereof. So that, neither 
Customs, Charge, Imposition, nor any other Services or 
Taxes whatsoever, are to be Imposed upon the Inhabitants, 
but by their own Consent in a Free and General-Assembly 
of the Proprietors and Free-Holders of the said Colony; 
which Assembly is to meet once every Year. 

12. There is likewise Certain Provision made for the Lib- 
erty of Conscience, in Matters of Religion, that all Persons 
living Peaceably, may injoy the Benefit of the Religious 
Exercise thereof, without any Molestation whatsoever. 

13. The Method laid down for Sale and Division of the 
Country of West-Jersey, is by Proprieties, (that is to say) 
One Propriety contains the Hundredth Part of the Whole 
Country: Of which Proprieties, many are already Sold, 
and disposed of to Purchasers; & several of the same re- 
mains yet to be Sold. In each of these Hundred Parts or 
Proprieties, the Quantity of Acres, cannot be absolutely As- 
certain'd; but its generally judged to be Twenty Thousand 
Acres, and upwards ; but some have accounted each Pro- 
priety to contain much more. And if any Person be not 
minded to deal for a Whole Propriety; Two, Four, Six, 
Eight, or more, may joyn in the Purchase thereof; There 
being Land enough in one of these Proprieties for many 
Families. 

14. The Dividing, and Laying out the Land, is done by 



The State of the Colony of West Jersey in September, 1681. 161 

Commissioners appointed upon the Place. And there is a 
large Tract of Land, containing above Sixty English Miles, 
lying along the River of Delaware, taken up, and Bought of 
the Natives : The Commissioners lay out (at present) about 
Five or Six Thousand Acres of Land for a Propriety out of 
this Tract, as People come over that have Bought: By 
which Means, the People settle near together, for their Con- 
veniency of Trade and Commerce. And when this Tract 
of Land is all Settled, then it's intended to take up another 
Tract of Land, and proceed in the same Method ; and so in 
like manner to continue, until the Whole Country is Divided. 
And the said Commissioners, for dividing the same, are to 
be Chosen by the General-Assembly of the Colony, with 
Approbation of the Governor, or His Deputy, upon the 
Place. 

15. As for the Deeds or Conveyances, signed, or to be 
signed by Edward [Billinge] and His Trustees, they were 
at first drawn up by able Counsellors at Law, and are [all] 
after one manner: So that, every Purchaser hath alike 
Priviledge. 

16. For Transportation of Passengers to West-Jersey, 
Ships set Sail from London generally Once in Three Months, 
sometimes in Two Months : The Master gives Notice Six 
Weeks (or more) of his Going before-hand. 

17. The Price for every Passenger, (that is to say) for 
Men and Women, Meat, Drink, and Passage, with a Chest, 
is Five Pounds sterling per Head : For Children of Twelve 
Years of Age, and under, Fifty Shillings per Head ; Suck- 
ing Children, Nothing : For Goods, Forty Shillings a Tun 
Freight, to be Landed at Burlington, or elsewhere upon 
Delaware-River. 

18. Sometimes, ships go from Dublin, sometimes from 
Hull: But if any Persons, to the Number of Thirty, or 
more, in Scotland or Ireland, desiring to be taken in There, 
the Ship-Master will take them in at Leith, Dundee, or Aber- 
deen on the East, and at Aire on the West of Scotland, and 
at Dublin or Waterford in Ireland ; so as they order some 
Person in London, to agree, and give Security for so many 
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Passengers to be ready at the Time and Place agreed upon, 
to be taken Aboard, with Account how many Tun of Goods 
they intend to Ship. And the Commodities fit to be car- 
ryed to New-Jersey, are such as are usually carryed to Vir- 
ginia, New- York, or Mary-Land. 

19. Thus far it is thought meet (in short) to inform all 
Persons, to whose Hands the several former Printed Papers 
and Testimonies concerning New-Jersey may not come : 
But if any Desire to have further Information, there are 
several Letters from Persons settled in "West Jersey to their 
Friends in England, lately Printed, and are to be had at 
Benjamine Clarks, in George- Yard in Lumbord-Street, Lon- 
don; and Eobert Turners, at Dublin in Ireland; David 
Palkner, at Edinburgh ; Hugh "Woods, at Hamilton ; John 
Cowey's, at Aberdeen in Scotland. And for such who desire 
to be Purchasers of Land in West-Jersey, or to be satisfyed 
concerning any thing relating thereto, they may Repair or 
"Write to Thomas Rudyard, in the afore-said George- Yard in 
Lumbar d- Street ; where they may be further Treated with 
therein ; where, it's doubted not, but they will have Full 
Satisfaction both as to the Holding, Division, Concessions, 
and Settlements of the said New Jersey. 



